THE  END   UJr  A  KlilV^JN
The Khaki Election
There followed what was known at the time as " the Khaki election "—khaki being the new colour adopted for the uniform of the troops whose original scarlet had proved too easy a mark for the Boer rifles. It was, like the election which followed the Great War eighteen years later, a very excited and turbulent occasion, the slogan of the hour being " every vote for a Liberal is a vote for the Boers." Liberal Imperialists found themselves, equally with pro-Boers, the object of this attack, for it was said to be a paramount necessity that the Government should have not merely a normal but a striking and exceptional majority of whole-hearted supporters in order to convince the Boers of the uselessness of further resistance. This method of electioneering left a smouldering resentment which was to flare up in the subsequent years, and it did not, as was generally expected, wipe out the Opposition. The Government majority was actually 18 lower than at the previous General Election, and if the Government slogan meant anything, no fewer than 2,105,518 electors had "voted for the Boers" against 2,428,492 who had voted the other way.
The result, nevertheless, was a heavy blow to the Liberal party. Before the war, the tide of opinion, as measured in by-elections, had been running strongly in their favour, and if there had been no war, it is highly probable that they would have returned to power in or about the year 1900. Now they were in the wilderness again for another long period with the pro-Boer stigma added to the unpopularity of their Irish policy. The prospect did not sweeten tempers or make for unity. Grave dissensions broke out between the different sections of the party, and Campbell-Bannerman's now unconcealed sympathies with the Boers all but produced a complete rupture between him and the Imperialist group*
The trouble came to a climax when in a public speech at the Holborn Restaurant, he denounced farm-burning and the concentration of women and children in refugee camps as " methods of barbarism." A wave of indignation swept error the country; he was tsaid to have insulted the British defamed the British people, and rendere^ himself for ettt
